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ACTION ACDA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO ERDA-05 CIAE-00 H-02 INR-07 

10-10 L-03 NSAE-00 OIC-02 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-04 PRS-01 

SAJ-01 SAM-01 SP-02 SS-15 TRSE-00 NSC-05 NSCE-00 

SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 /083 W 

063677 

OR 101024ZOCT 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3536 

INFO SECDEF WASHDC 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

USDEL MBFR VIENNA 

USNMR SHAPE 

CINC EUR VAIHINGEN 

SEC RET BONN 16654 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR, GW 

SUBJECT: MBFR: RECIPROCAL LIMITATIONS ISSUE 

REF: (A) LONDON 15556 DTG 09 1059Z OCT 75 

(B) USNATO 5481 DTG 081620Z OCT 75 

(C) MBFR VIENNA 438 DTG 031656Z OCT 75 

1. WE WOULD LIKE TO COMMENT ON THE RECIPROCAL LIMI- 
TATIONS ISSUE AS SEEN FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE IN BONN. 

WE HAVE READ WITH INTEREST THE REFTELS ON THIS SUBJECT 
AND OFFER OUR ANALYSIS OF WHAT THE FRG MIGHT DO SHOULD THE 
US CHANGE ITS POSITION. 

2. AS ADDRESSEES ARE WELL AWARE, THE ISSUE OF 
EQUIPMENT CONSTRAINTS IS A "BETE NOIRE" TO THE GERMANS. 
DURING CONVERSATIONS WITH AMBASSADOR ROTH AND FRED 
RUTH IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, FRG CONCERN ABOUT NON- 
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REPEATED THEME. THE POSSIBILITY OF FUTURE SOVIET 
DEMANDS IN VIENNA FOR EUROPEAN EQUIPMENT RESTRAINTS 
HAUNTS THE GERMANS. IF THIS SPECTRE COULD BE EXORCISED 
EVEN BEFORE IT MATERIALIZED. THE GERMANS WOULD 
UNDOUBTEDLY BE RELIEVED. 

3. AS REF B POINTS OUT. THE FRG IS MAINTAINING A 
BRACKET IN THE DRAFT GUIDANCE ON THE RECIPROCAL 
CEILINGS ISSUE. THIS IS ANOTHER CLEAR INDICATION OF 
THE FRG PERCEPTION OF THE LINK BETWEEN LIMITS ON US 
TANKS WHICH WOULD LEAD INEXORABLY TO DEMANDS FOR 
EUROPEAN EQUIPMENT LIMITATIONS BY THE SOVIETS. 

4. WE NOTE FROM REF A THAT THE UK WOULD PROBABLY NOT 
OBJECT TO DROPPING THE RECIPROCAL LIMITATIONS CONCEPT. 
THIS IS AN IMPORTANT JUDGMENT FROM THE GERMAN STAND- 
POINT. SINCE THE FRG HAS SUPPORTED THE UK ARGUMENT 
THAT RECIPROCAL RESTRAINTS ARE NECESSARY IF ONLY 

FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS. IF THE BRITS ARE 
WILLING TO FALL OFF THIS POSITION, WE BELIEVE THE FRG 
WOULD NOT BE FAR BEHIND. 

5. OF THE TWO ALTERNATIVES PRESENTED IN PARA 6, 

REF B, I.E., SEEK TO DEFINE "IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO 
UNDERMINE THE BASIS OF THE AGREEMENT” OR DELETE THE 
LANGUAGE, WE BELIEVE THE LATTER COURSE OF ACTION WOULD 
BE PREFERABLE AS FAR AS THE GERMANS ARE CONCERNED. IN 
OUR JUDGMENT, THE FRG WOULD- - WITH RELATIVE EASE- - 
ACCEPT A CHANGED US POSITION CALLING FOR DELETION OF 
THE RECIPROCAL LIMITATIONS LANGUAGE FROM THE DRAFT 
GUIDANCE. 
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